
FAIR TAX: 10-MEETING MEETING AGENDA

What is the Fair Tax? (1 minute)
A Fair Tax would establish a structure based on income where those who can afford to pay – millionaires and big  
business – pay their fair share while the middle class gets a break. This is the system that our federal government  
and 33 other states use. 

Who would benefit from a Fair Tax? (2 minutes)
Under the proposal, 97% of Illinois earners will get tax relief, while generating $3.4 Billion in additional  
revenue to fund things we care about like schools, higher education, and human services. Only those making  
more than $250,000 will pay more. If you make less, you will get some tax relief. The plan also includes credits  
for homeowners and families with children.

Here in our county of ___________, X of filers will receive tax relief, while Y of filers will pay the full rate  
[you can find these numbers in the “County by County” resource].

To find out how the Fair Tax would personally benefit you, visit the Fair Tax Calculator [Pass out information  
on the Fair Tax or guide people to the website https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/fairtax

Why do we need a Fair Tax? (2 minutes)
As a state, we can’t keep shortchanging students, underfunding universities, decimating social services, and  
watching our roads and bridges crumble. And we keep doing it because Illinois is in deep financial trouble and  
must act to stabilize its finances. After years of fiscal uncertainty, we have a $3.2 Billion budget deficit this year and  
more than $15 Billion in unpaid bills. Our current tax structure simply does not bring in enough revenue to pay the bills,  
let alone allow us to invest in the future. The Fair Tax will accomplish this by giving tax relief to the 97% of  
Illinoisans who make less than $250K and making the wealthy pay their fair share, especially millionaires. 

How can I help? (5 minutes)
1. Sign Our Petition! We want to let lawmakers know that the members of the IFT support a Fair Tax!

2. Contact our local lawmakers! Urge them to support a Fair Tax.

3. Organize Others – Moving others will be important in changing the fairness of our tax system.

 a.  Educate: The best way to educate others is to share the Facts on Fair Tax and the Fair Tax Calculator. 
   Fair Tax opponents are already spreading misinformation to trick people into thinking it will hurt the  
   97% of people who will receive tax relief.

 b.  Envision the Possible: Ask others what they would like to see improved. “What fixes would you make 
   to our schools and community if there were more resources? What kind impact would that have on our 
   children and families?”

 c.  Ask: “Do you think millionaires and big business will be in support of a Fair Tax? Some may (like the Governor)  
   but most are going to oppose because they’ve benefited for too long. With a Fair Tax, the wealthy will finally   
   pay their fair share so Illinois can invest in our children, fund our universities, and fix our roads and bridges.”

#FairTaxNow
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FAIR TAX: 10-MEETING MEETING INVITE

Dear [LOCAL UNION] Member,

Join me for an important 10-minute meeting on [Date] in [Worksite Location]. We will be discussing  
the proposed Illinois Fair Tax and what it will mean for you, our schools, and communities.

We will cover:

 1. What is the Fair Tax

 2. Who will benefit from the Fair Tax

 3. Why Illinois needs a Fair Tax

 4. Our plan to win needed resources for our schools and community

The collective voice of working people in unions has always been a powerful force, and that power has 
never been more important than now. Please plan on attending.

In Solidarity, 

(Signature)

#FairTaxNow
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To get involved email fairtax@ift-aft.org.


